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r(ﬁﬁ’* ?:/E\‘\ ‘l‘%iﬁj Japanese Studies in Europe

The European Association of Japanese Studies (EAJS) is Europe’s largest academic association devoted to
research and communication about Japan. Founded in 1973 to promote academic exchange among European
scholars, it now attracts members from countries across the world, including the United States, Canada, Australia,
and — especially Japan itself. Since 1976, the Association has organized conferences at least every three years at
universities with established programs in Japanese studies. Early conferences were hosted by prominent
universities in Oxford, Paris and Berlin. More recently, they have been held in less familiar locations, such as Lahti
(Finland), Lecce (Italy), and Tallinn (Estonia).

The most recent EAJS conference was held in Ljubljana, Slovenia from Aug 26-31, 2014. The University of
Ljubljana was established in 1919 as the first institution of higher learning that used the Slovene language. The
study of Asia at Ljubljana is much more recent: a Chair of Japanese Studies was established in 1995 in a series of
changes that followed Slovenia’s 1991 independence from Yugoslavia. Today the Japanese Studies department
includes four professors and three lecturers, who offer some of the university’s most popular undergraduate classes.
There are exchange programs with 10 Japanese universities.

The EAJS conference at focused on Japanese history, literature, culture and language. Universally judged to
be a resounding success, it offered new evidence of Europe’s continuing lively interest in Japan. (Patricia Sippel)
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