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AAS: Bridging the Gap Between U.S. and Asian Scholarship

The Association for Asian Studies (AAS), based in the United States, is the world's largest
Asian Studies professional association located outside of Asia. At its annual conference held in
San Diego in March 2013, more than 2,000 participants gave presentations on various aspects of
Asian Studies. Moreover, the Asian Studies Conference Japan (ASCd), the Japan branch of AAS,
attracted almost 400 specialists on Japan, China, and Korea to its annual meeting held at J. F.
Oberlin University on June 29-30, 2013.

Established in November 1941 to publish scholarly information on a troubled East Asia, AAS
has undergone radical change in the past 72 years. Its focus has expanded to cover all areas of
Asia; China has replaced Japan as the region attracting most scholarly attention; and membership
has expanded from primarily U.S. nationals to include the growing number of Asian scholars who
publish and present in English. AAS’s newest effort is to establish partnerships with various
Asian universities that will allow AAS to hold conferences in Asia: in Singapore (1914), Taiwan
(2015), and Kyoto (2016,). The aim is to take a further step away from a U.S.-centric Asian Studies
and towards an Asian Studies that more fully includes the voices of Asian scholars. (Patricia Sippel)
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