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From “Japan Passing to “Japan Rushing’ Patricia Sippel (FIBskE&2588  #d%)

Almost 20 years ago, as a series of economic, social, and political problems appeared overwhelming, some
Japanese experts used the phrase “Japan passing  to suggest that their country was no longer taken seriously
at a global level. In recent years, however, that perception has changed. One dramatic example is the increase
of foreign tourists to Japan. Another is the interest of global corporations, such as Apple, that are planning
expansion in Japan. A third is Japan's recent prominence in the UNESCO World Heritage and Intangible
Cultural Heritage lists. Amid such trends, “Japan passing” is being replaced by a new term, “Japan
Rushing,” to describe the surge of global interest in Japan.

Global interest in Japan Studies is also robust. Despite widespread belief that China has overtaken
Japan as a subject of research, focus on Japan remains strong — especially in Asia, but also in the United
States and Europe. According to the latest Japanese government report, on May 1, 2015, there were 184,155
students enrolled full-time in Japanese educational institutions, an increase of almost 10% over the previous
year and 57% from 10 years earlier. Data from the United States published in 2015 show that, in 2013-14,
Japan attracted 5,978 students from U.S. institutions, a 3% increase from the previous year; China, on the
other hand, saw a decline of 4.5 %." Also in 2015, a report on the European Association for Japanese Studies
noted: “The interest in Japan outside of Japan has never been higher than today. The number of young people
taking Japanese language classes is still increasing, and recent years dJapanese language proficiency
examination results and the quality of foreign scholarship and publications have never been better or broader.” >
It is hoped that Japanese universities can provide the variety and quality of classes in English and Japanese

that can sustain a ‘rush” in Japan Studies.

1 https://www.insidehighered.com/news/2015/11/16/annual-open-doors-report-finds-increases-international-students-study-abroad
2 http://publications.nichibun.ac.jp/en/item/seni/2015-03-06/pub
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