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r{ﬁﬁ’* ?;/E\‘\ ‘[‘%iﬁj Japan Studies Move From National to Global

In the post-World War II era, international scholarship of Japan developed primarily as a form
of Area Studies, in which scholars of various disciplines cooperated to discover culturally and
historically contextualized understandings of specific countries or regions. U.S. government and
other organizations supported Area Studies financially, and universities organized their
departments accordingly. In recent decades, however, scholars of Japan have been moving away
from the Area Studies model. Looking to escape the constraints of a single national framework,
they are more likely to identify themselves by their disciplines (history or sociology) or issue area
(gender or environmental studies) rather than as Japan specialists.

Environment Studies is one field that has attracted growing interest from international
scholars of Japan. They aim not only to investigate human interaction with the environment in
Japan but also to contribute to a broader understanding of complex environmental problems that
require a global perspective. At the 2™ World Congress of Environmental History held in Guimaraes,
Portugal in July 2014 international researchers offered papers on Japanese fisheries, food
production, forestry, mining, hydrology and pollution. Increasingly, scholars of Japan are looking
to move beyond its borders to understand Japan in a broader, global context. (Patricia Sippel)
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