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2012 Winner! 2008 Winner! 2004 Winner!
Total Obama Romney |Total Obama McCain |Total Kerry Bush
#Et | Vote 51% 48% 53% 46% 49% 51%
Popular Vote 62,606,067 | 59,130,715 65,445,394 | 57,446,223 59,028,109 | 62,040,606
@13 Vote by Gender
Male 47%| 45% 52% 47%|  49% 48% 46%| 44% 55%
Female 53%| 55% 44% 53%| 56% 43% 54%| 51% 48%
Are You Married?
Yes 60%| 42% 56% 66%| 47% 51% 63%| 42% 57%
No 40%|  62% 35% 34%| 65% 33% 37%| 58% 40%
(@ A7%# Vote by Race
White 2%| 39% 59% 74%| 43% 55% T7%|  41% 58%
African-American 13%| 93% 6% 13%| 95% 4% 11%| 88% 11%
Latino 10%| 71% 27% 8%| 66% 32% 8%| 53% 44%
Asian 3%| 73% 26% 2%| 61% 35% 2%|  56% 44%
Other 2%| 58% 38% 3%|  65% 31% 2%|  54% 40%
G H| Vote by Age
18-29 19% 60% 37% 18% 66% 32% 17% 54% 45%
30-65 65%| 52% 48% 66%| 51% 48% 59%| 47% 52%
65-(FO4FFHETIZ60-)| 16%| 45% 53% 16%| 45% 53% 24%|  46% 54%
@YX A Vote by Income
Less than $50,000 41%| 60% 38% 38%| 60% 38% 45%| 44% 55%
$50,000 or More 59% 45% 53% 62% 49% 49% 55% 56% 43%
Less than $100,000 2%| 54% 44% 74%| 55% 43% 82%| 49% 50%
$100,000 or More 28%| 44% 54% 26%| 49% 49% 18%| 58% 1%
(®248| Vote by Party ID
Democrat 39%| 92% 7% 39%( 89% 10% 37%| 89% 11%
Republican 32% 6% 93% 32% 9% 90% 37% 6% 93%
Independent 29%| 45% 50% 29%| 52% 44% 26%| 49% 48%
Vote by Ideology
Liberal 25%| 86% 11% 22%| 89% 10% 21%| 86% 13%
Moderate 41%| 56% 1% 44%|  60% 39% 45%|  54% 45%
Conservative 35%| 17% 82% 34%|  20% 78% 34% 15% 84%
©®52#| Vote by Religion
Protestant 53%| 42% 57% 54%( 45% 54% 54%| 40% 59%
Catholic 25%| 50% 48% 27%| 54% 45% 27%|  47% 52%
Jewish 2%|  69% 30% 2%| 78% 21% 3%| 74% 25%
Other 7%| 74% 23% 6%| 73% 22% 7%|  74% 23%
None 12% 70% 26% 11% 75% 23% 10% 67% 31%
Vote by Church Attendance
Weekly 42%| 34% 60% 40%| 43% 55% 41%|  39% 61%
Occasionally 40% 55% 43% 42% 57% 2% 40% 53% 47%
Never 17%| 62% 34% 16%| 67% 30% 14%| 62% 36%
‘White Evangelical/Born-again
Yes 26%| 21% 78% 26%| 24% 74% 23%| 21% 78%
No 74%|  60% 37% T4%|  62% 36% T7%|  56% 43%
@BE|Most Important Issue
Moral Values NA NA 22% 18% 80%
Economy/Jobs 59%| 53% 44% 63%| 53% 44% 20%| 80% 18%
Foreign policy (Terrorism)] ~ 5%|  56% 33% 9% 13% 86% 19% 14% 86%
Iraq NA 10%| 59% 39% 15%| 73% 26%
Health Care 18%| 75% 24% 9%| 73% 26% 8%| 77% 23%
Deficit 15%| 32% 66% |NA NA
(®7%&/| When Did You Decide Who to Vote For?
Today/Last few days 9%| 50% 44% 8%| 48% 48% 9%| 53% 44%
Earlier Than That 89%| 51% 47% 91%| 53% 46% 91%| 47% 52%
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In 2012 President Obama won re-election with 51 percent of the
popular vote and 332 Electoral College votes. This paper analyzes how
Obama succeeded in winning re-election with the extensive use of
national and local exit polls.

First, the shifting demographic composition of the electorate
helped Obama win the election of 2012. He achieved victory by
carrying 93 percent of African American votes, 71 percent of Latino
votes, and 73 percent of Asian American votes. The rising percentage
of people of color, unmarried and working women, the millennial
generation, and educated whites formed the Obama coalition of the
2012 election.

Second, Obama successfully carried the most closely contested
battleground states, such as Florida, Ohio, and Virginia. His victory
in Florida was directly related to the mobilization of people of color,
especially the rapidly growing Latino population. He also kept a
strong hold on the African American vote, with 95 percent. Obama’s
victory in Ohio was heavily dependent on African Americans, who
make up 12.4 percent of the state’s population. Demographic changes
also played a significant role in Virginia. Voter turnout was higher
in areas surrounding northern Virginia. The African American and
Latino vote both were crucial to the democratic win in Virginia.

Third, the development and sophistication of political ground
games and the GOTV (get-out-the-vote) efforts of the Obama team
contributed to his victory in the battleground states. Obama’s I'T
experts successfully developed unique IT systems and tools for
carrying out effective ground games and for supporting GOTV efforts
in local areas.



