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The Introduction of the Biography of Sadayasu Tashiro :
Applied Natural History as Prehistory of Anthropology

NAKAO Katsumi, Ph.D

Professor, College of Human Sciences
J.E. Oberlin University

Sadayasu Tashiro was born at Kajiya-cho in Kagoshima in
1856. He learned French and natural history at a Kagoshima
private school, and taught French in the early era of Meiji in
Kagoshima. He worked at the Ministry of Agriculture and
Commercial Office in Tokyo. He was dispatched by his office to
research the test planting of quinine in the Yaeyama Islands of
Okinawa from 1886, and he reported on all aspects of social
conditions on the islands. In 1887, he went to Micronesia for
research.

After 1895 he went to Taiwan as a colonial officer of technology
and stayed in Taiwan until his death in 1928. He researched the
social condition of minorities and ecosystems in Taiwan.

Tashiro did his fieldwork with a comparative view. His
methodology was akin to modern anthropology. He inherited the
academic background of French natural history and the
encyclopedia school. He was also influenced by the social
background of French colonial policy in East Asia in the 19th
century Since he left many manuscripts in Taiwan, my goal is to
describe his biography as a step toward grasping his work.
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