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The aim of this article is to analyze the role and meanings in
contemporary Okinawan literature of the mabui, a soul-like entity
referred to by Okinawan people. Okinawan people believed that
the mabui does not perish at the time of human death, but
survives and lives its life after the physical death. How did this
traditional but naive idea penetrate into modern literature, and
for what purpose?

Within the five modern works I have analyzed, mabui is used
not as an old-fashioned and poor idea, but as a prosperous one.
The entity that endures existence after physical death can be
superposed upon the Okinawan people themselves. The memories
that have happened and the experiences now going on, all is
playing on the mabui. This means the mabui 1s the subject (sub-
jectum) in an original Latin sense. It is mabui that memorizes and
experiences. This subjective aspect of mabui corresponds exactly
to the historicity and the present state of Okinawa. The endurance
of mabui can be equated with the possibility of Okinawan cultural
identity.



